
Figure 1: Conceptual framework  based on the  stress vulnerability models for major depressive 

disorder and suicidality 

 

 

 

Vulnerability/protective  factors  (Group 2 A)                                

-Childhood trauma                                                     

- Social support                                                           

-Felt Stigma                                                                 

- Coping style                                                              

- Resilience                                                                      

- Family history of mental disorder                                     

- Poor physical health (CD4, WHO stage, weight)                           

-Neurocognitive impairment                                    

-psychiatric comorbidity (MDD  for suicidality 

analysis)                                                                       

-When did you know your HIV status? 

 

  Stress factors (Group 2B) 

-Negative life events                  

-Stress scores                                 

-Food  insufficiency                  

 

Negative clinical/behavioural outcomes   

(Group 3) 

  -Days of normal activities disrupted          

- Number of times visited health unit       

- Number of days admitted to hospital    

- Missed septrin/dapsone treatment        

- Number of high risk sexual behaviours 

reported                                                         

-regular condom use 

 

Socio-demographic  factors (Group 1)                            
-Ecological factors                                      
-Age                                                              
-Sex                                                               
-Highest educational attainment            
-Marital status                                            
-Employment status                                  
-SES 

 Psychiatric problems (Group C) 

(depressive disorder or suicidality) 


