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a b s t r a c t
Reliable, sensitive and practical diagnostic tests are an essential tool in disease control programmes for
mapping, impact evaluation and surveillance. To provide a robust global assessment of the relative
performance of available diagnostic tools for the detection of soil-transmitted helminths, we conducted
a meta-analysis comparing the sensitivities and the quantitative performance of the most commonly
used copro-microscopic diagnostic methods for soil-transmitted helminths, namely Kato-Katz, direct
microscopy, formol-ether concentration, McMaster, FLOTAC and Mini-FLOTAC. In the absence of a perfect
reference standard, we employed a Bayesian latent class analysis to estimate the true, unobserved
sensitivity of compared diagnostic tests for each of the soil-transmitted helminth species Ascaris lumbricoides, Trichuris trichiura and the hookworms. To investigate the inﬂuence of varying transmission settings
we subsequently stratiﬁed the analysis by intensity of infection. Overall, sensitivity estimates varied
between the different methods, ranging from 42.8% for direct microscopy to 92.7% for FLOTAC. The
widely used double slide Kato-Katz method had a sensitivity of 74–95% for the three soil-transmitted helminth species at high infection intensity, however sensitivity dropped to 53–80% in low intensity settings, being lowest for hookworm and A. lumbricoides. The highest sensitivity, overall and in both
intensity groups, was observed for the FLOTAC method, whereas the sensitivity of the Mini-FLOTAC
method was comparable with the Kato-Katz method. FLOTAC average egg count estimates were signiﬁcantly lower compared with Kato-Katz, while the compared McMaster counts varied. In conclusion, we
demonstrate that the Kato-Katz and Mini-FLOTAC methods had comparable sensitivities. We further
show that test sensitivity of the Kato-Katz method is reduced in low transmission settings.
Ó 2014 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. on behalf of Australian Society for Parasitology Inc. This is
an open access article under the CC BY license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/).

1. Introduction
Reliable, sensitive and practical diagnostic tests are an essential
tool in disease control programmes, including those for neglected
tropical diseases. The requirements and expectations for a diagnostic tool in terms of technical performance, feasibility and costs
change as control programmes progress through different phases,
from initially high levels of infections to the conﬁrmation of
absence of infections. More precisely, during initial mapping to
identify priority areas for control, when infection levels are
typically highest, a diagnostic test with moderate sensitivity is
acceptable, although the chosen tool needs to be easy to use,
cost-effective and allow for the high-throughput screening of large
populations (McCarthy et al., 2012; Solomon et al., 2012). Since
mapping data can also serve as a baseline for the monitoring and
evaluation of programme impact, diagnostic tests must have
⇑ Corresponding author. Tel.: +44 (0)20 7927 2583.
E-mail address: birgit.nikolay@lshtm.ac.uk (B. Nikolay).

sufﬁcient performance to detect changes in the prevalence and
intensity of infection (Solomon et al., 2012). In later stages of
programmes, when infection prevalence and intensity have
decreased signiﬁcantly, more sensitive diagnostic tools are needed
to establish an endpoint of treatment programmes. If test sensitivity is insufﬁcient at this point, light infections might be missed and
this runs the risk of stopping control programmes too early, before
programme endpoints have been achieved. Highly sensitive tests
are also required for surveillance once treatment has been stopped
to detect the potential re-occurrence of infections (McCarthy et al.,
2012; Solomon et al., 2012). Finally, diagnostic tests play an important role in the assessment of treatment efﬁcacy (Albonico et al.,
2012) and in patient management.
For the detection of the human soil-transmitted helminth (STH)
species, Ascaris lumbricoides, Trichuris trichiura and the hookworms
(Necator americanus and Ancylostoma duodenale), The World Health
Organization (WHO) currently recommends the use of the
Kato-Katz method, based on duplicate slides (WHO, 2002). Other
commonly used methods include direct smear microscopy,
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formol-ether concentration (FEC), McMaster, FLOTAC and MiniFLOTAC. All of these techniques rely on visual examination of a
small sample of stool to determine the presence and number of
STH eggs (WHO, 1994). Due to intra- and inter-sample variation
in egg counts (Booth et al., 2003; Krauth et al., 2012), microscopy-based techniques can have differing sensitivities, especially
in low transmission settings. Moreover, diagnostic methods vary
considerably in the quantiﬁcation of egg counts, which is necessary
to establish intensity of infection and to evaluate treatment effects
(Knopp et al., 2011; Albonico et al., 2012; Levecke et al., 2014). In
order to better understand the suitability of diagnostic tools for
various transmission settings and stages of disease control programmes, we performed a meta-analysis of the most commonly
used copro-microscopic STH diagnostic tests.
Our main study objective was an independent and global
assessment of the relative performance of commonly used diagnostic methods for STH, as well as factors associated with heterogeneity in test sensitivity. Previous evaluations of STH diagnostics
have generally relied on comparisons with a combined reference
standard (generated by adding the results of several compared
tests or consecutively obtained samples), an approach which has
been widely criticised (Enoe et al., 2000; Ihorst et al., 2007). Moreover, the absence of a common reference standard has been a
major obstacle for combined evaluations of diagnostic tests in
the form of a meta-analysis. We have addressed this problem by
using Bayesian latent class analysis (LCA), which allows simultaneous estimation of the unknown true prevalence of infection
and the sensitivities and speciﬁcities of compared diagnostic tests.
This approach has been previously applied to the evaluation of
imperfect diagnostic tests for Chagas disease, leishmaniasis and
malaria (Menten et al., 2008; de Araujo Pereira et al., 2012;
Goncalves et al., 2012), as well as speciﬁc studies evaluating STH
diagnostic methods (Booth et al., 2003; Tarafder et al., 2010;
Assefa et al., 2014; Knopp et al., 2014). The approach has also been
used for the meta-analyses of diagnostic test performance (Ochola
et al., 2006; Menten et al., 2008; Limmathurotsakul et al., 2012).
The current paper presents a Bayesian meta-analysis of different
diagnostic tests for the detection of STH species.
2. Materials and methods
2.1. Literature search
A systematic literature search was performed to identify publications presenting the evaluation of diagnostic techniques for the
human STH species, A. lumbricoides, T. trichiura and hookworms
(N. americanus and A. duodenale). Systematic searches were performed (date of search 25th February 2014) using the electronic
databases PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/), MEDLINE and
EMBASE (via OvidSP) (http://ovidsp.uk.ovid.com/) and the medical
subject headings and search terms as detailed in Supplementary
Data S1. Articles were considered if written in English, German,
French or Spanish. The search was validated by verifying that a
number of previously identiﬁed key readings were included in
the retrieved search results. The titles of initially obtained search
results were screened for suitable content and all abstracts mentioning studies on helminths were retrieved. The abstracts were
subsequently screened for studies using more than one diagnostic
test for the determination of infections, even if not directly mentioning a comparison of test performances. Full texts were read
and information on test outcomes, egg counts, age-groups, countries of the studies and years of publication was extracted where
results were presented in a suitable format as explained below.
Reference lists were screened for additional publications.
The literature selection process is outlined in Fig. 1. Data were
collected separately for A. lumbricoides, T. trichiura and hookworms,

and restricted to the most commonly used diagnostic methods for
STH, namely Kato-Katz (Katz et al., 1972), direct microscopy (WHO,
1994), formol-ether concentration (FEC) (Ritchie, 1948), McMaster
(Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food, 1986), FLOTAC
(Cringoli et al., 2010) and Mini-FLOTAC (Barda et al., 2013a). Other
techniques such as midi-Parasep, Koga Agar Plate, Willis technique
and Spontaneous tube sedimentation technique (SSTT) were not
included due to a lack of suitable data. As performance during ﬁeld
surveys was the main interest, evaluations of diagnostic tests on
samples from diagnostic laboratories of hospitals were excluded.
Only data provided in the form of 2  2 comparisons (T1+T2+,
T1+T2, T1T2+, T1T2, where T1 and T2 are the two diagnostic
methods and + and  indicate the observed positive or negative
results) were retained. This also included data for which these
2  2 comparisons could be created by transforming the original
data provided, e.g. where comparisons were made against a combined ‘gold standard’ of two diagnostic methods. Additionally, data
on egg counts obtained by the various techniques were retrieved,
including those studies that did not provide data in a suitable
format for the LCA. Arithmetic mean egg counts were the most
commonly reported measures and therefore used for the analysis.
For articles where data could not be directly extracted, corresponding authors were invited to contribute additional study
results. Three authors replied and provided four datasets for the
analysis; we were also able to contribute a further two datasets
to the analysis.
2.2. Bayesian LCA
A Bayesian latent class model was used to estimate the sensitivity of different diagnostic tests as described elsewhere (Dendukuri
and Joseph, 2001; Branscum et al., 2005). LCA allows estimation of
the sensitivity and speciﬁcity of imperfect diagnostic tests by
assuming a probabilistic model for the relationship between ﬁve
unobserved, or latent, parameters: true disease prevalence pk and
the sensitivities Si , Sj and speciﬁcities C i , C j of diagnostic methods
i and j (Pepe and Janes, 2007). The model additionally incorporates

the covariance terms cov Dþ
ij , cov Dij to account for conditional
dependency between compared diagnostic tests amongst infected
and non-infected individuals, which is necessary as the included
diagnostic tests are based on the same biological principle (detection of eggs under a microscope) and therefore factors other than
the true infection status are likely to inﬂuence both test outcomes
simultaneously (Dendukuri and Joseph, 2001). Thus, the joint distribution of the results of a 2  2 table follows a multinomial distribution, ðX kþþ ; X kþ ; X kþ ; X k Þ  Multiðpkþþ ; pkþ ; pkþ ; pk ; N k Þ
with the multinomial probabilities calculated as follows:
th

pkþþ ¼ PðT þi ; T þj jk

¼ ½Si Sj þ cov

populationÞ

Dþij 

th

pkþ ¼ PðT þi ; T j jk

pk þ ½ð1  C i Þð1  C j Þ þ cov Dij ð1  pk Þ

populationÞ

¼ ½Si ðSj  1Þ  cov Dþij pk þ ½ð1  C i ÞC j  cov Dij ð1  pk Þ
th

pkþ ¼ PðT i ; T þj jk

populationÞ

¼ ½ðSi  1ÞSj  cov Dþij pk þ ½C i ð1  C j Þ  cov Dij ð1  pk Þ
th

pk ¼ PðT i ; T j jk

populationÞ

¼ ½ðSi  1ÞðSj  1Þ þ cov Dþij pk þ ½C i C j þ cov Dij ð1  pk Þ
The conditional correlations between two test outcomes for
infected and non-infected individuals were calculated as
cov Dþ
cov D
ﬃ and qD ¼ pﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃ
qDþ ¼ pﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃ
, respectively. UninforSi ð1Si ÞSj ð1Sj Þ

C i ð1C i ÞC j ð1C j Þ

mative prior information was provided for the sensitivity and
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Records identified through
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(n = 12,445)
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Additional records identified
through other sources
(n = 19)
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Eligibility

Screening

Records after duplicates removed
(n =11,624)

Records screened
(n = 98)

Records excluded
(n = 42)

Full-text articles
assessed for eligibility
(n = 56)

Full-text articles
excluded as inclusion
criteria not fulfilled
(n =24)

2x2 comparisons could
not be obtained
(n =12)
Arithmetic mean epg
count data could not be
obtained
(n=21)

Studies reporting
diagnostic test
comparisons
(n = 32)

Studies with 2x2
comparison data
(included in latent class
meta-analysis)
(n =20)

Studies with egg count
comparison data
(included in metaanalysis)
(n =11)

Fig. 1. Literature search and selection. Included were studies evaluating selected diagnostic methods (Kato-Katz, direct microscopy, formol-ether concentration, McMaster,
FLOTAC, Mini-FLOTAC) in ﬁeld settings. The results of selected diagnostic test comparisons were presented in 32 articles; 2  2 comparisons could be extracted for 20 articles
that were ﬁnally included in the meta-analysis.

underlying true prevalence (using a beta distribution with the
shape parameters alpha and beta equal to 1). For the covariance
terms, a uniform prior distribution was assumed with limits as
described in Dendukuri and Joseph (2001) and Branscum et al.
(2005) to ensure that probabilities are conﬁned to values between
0 and 1. Speciﬁcity was included as a ﬁxed term based on the most
parsimonious, best-ﬁtting model (i.e. that with the lowest deviance
information criterion (DIC) value) and was assumed to be the same
for all compared methods. This was justiﬁed on the dual assumption that false positives are rarely obtained by any type of copromicroscopic technique (Knopp et al., 2011; Levecke et al., 2011)
and the necessity to restrict the number of estimated parameters
for the identiﬁability of the model. The models, built separately
for A. lumbricoides, T. trichiura and hookworms, were computed
using WinBUGS software version 14 (Spiegelhalter, D., Thomas,
A., Best, N., Gilks, W., 1996. BUGS: Bayesian Inference Using Gibbs
Sampling. MRC Biostatistics Unit, Cambridge).
Models were also developed separately for low and high intensity settings. Stratiﬁcation was based on reported arithmetic mean
egg counts (in eggs per gram of faeces, epg). Empirical cut-offs of
2500 epg, 400 epg and 165 epg average infection intensity were
used for A. lumbricoides, T. trichiura and hookworms, respectively.
These cut-offs were established based on the overall average infection intensity of studies included in the meta-analysis. Data with
only geometric means reported were excluded from this analysis
unless the geometric mean, which is lower than the average egg
count, exceeded the cut-off value.
Further details of model parameterisation, including handling
of multiple slides, are provided in Supplementary Data S2.

2.3. Comparison of quantitative performances
To compare the various diagnostic tests in terms of their
quantitative performance, we compared the arithmetic mean egg
count obtained by various techniques. Statistical signiﬁcance of
differences was assessed using the non-parametric paired Wilcoxon signed-ranks test and the linearity of the relationship between
counts was assessed by scatter plots of log-transformed (natural
logarithm) average egg counts. Moreover, we evaluated the percentage of studies reporting egg counts of other techniques that
were lower/higher than the Kato-Katz method, which currently
forms the basis of the WHO deﬁned intensity thresholds. To allow
for a small variation in counts, egg counts were considered as
lower or higher than the Kato-Katz method if these were lower
or higher than the Kato-Katz egg count plus or minus 10%. Due
to the limited availability of data and the fact that faecal egg counts
do not vary signiﬁcantly by the sampling effort for Kato-Katz analysis, all versions of Kato-Katz were combined (Levecke et al., 2014).

3. Results
3.1. Identiﬁcation of diagnostic test comparisons
The initial literature search identiﬁed 56 articles which were
retrieved for full-text review. Of these, 32 studies fulﬁlled the
inclusion criteria and 2  2 comparison data could be obtained
for 20 studies (Table 1) (see Fig. 1 for an outline of literature selection steps). The number of extracted 2  2 comparisons by species
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and diagnostic methods is shown in Fig. 2. The included studies
were published between 2003 and 2014 and conducted in 12 countries, primarily among school-aged children. The inclusion of only
recent studies was somewhat surprising. Even though the original
literature search had retrieved studies published since 1967, the
non-availability of 2  2 data, the type of compared techniques
and the evaluation of methods in laboratory or hospital samples
led to their exclusion. The evaluation of diagnostic tests was
mainly based on comparison with a combined reference-standard
(14 of 20 studies); few studies used predicted estimates as a reference (1/20), an LCA approach (1/20) or a combination of the two (1/
20). Three studies did not provide sensitivity estimates. The most
widely applied method was the Kato-Katz method in 18 of 20
studies (mostly 1-slide or 2-slides on a single sample). The main
characteristics of included studies are summarised in Table 1.
3.2. LCA of diagnostic test sensitivities (presence of infection)
For all STH species, the models allowing for dependency
between compared diagnostic tests showed a better ﬁt, indicated
by a lower DIC (not shown). Signiﬁcant positive correlation
between diagnostic test outcomes for infected individuals was

observed, especially for comparisons of a 1-slide 1-sample
Kato-Katz test with other diagnostic tests (details are provided in
Supplementary Data S2).
Taking this dependency into account, the sensitivities of
selected diagnostic methods were estimated separately for A.
lumbricoides, T. trichiura and hookworm and are provided in Table 2
and Fig. 3. Generally, sensitivities of all compared tests were higher
for T. trichiuria (Fig. 3B) than for hookworm (Fig. 3C) and A. lumbricoides (Fig. 3A). The obtained sensitivities were highest overall for
the FLOTAC method with 79.7% (95% Bayesian credible interval
(BCI): 72.8–86.0%), 91.0% (95% BCI: 88.8–93.5%), and 92.4% (95%
BCI: 87.6–96.2%) for A. lumbricoides, T. trichiura and hookworm,
respectively (Table 2). The lowest sensitivity was observed for
the direct microscopy method with 52.1% (95% BCI: 46.6–57.7%),
62.8% (95% BCI: 56.9–68.9%), and 42.8% (95% BCI: 38.3–48.4%),
respectively.
The estimated sensitivity of the 2-slide 1-sample Kato-Katz test
for A. lumbricoides was 64.6% (95% BCI: 59.7–69.8%), for T. trichiura
was 84.8% (95% BCI: 82.5–87.1%) and for hookworm was 63.0%
(95% BCI: 59.8–66.4%). These estimates were only a slight improvement upon the sensitivities of a 1-slide 1-sample Kato-Katz test.
However, increased sensitivities could be observed for 1-slide

Table 1
Studies included in a soil-transmitted helminth (STH) diagnostic test meta-analysis. The literature search identiﬁed 20 studies evaluating selected diagnostic methods in ﬁeld
settings for which 2  2 test comparisons could be obtained. The majority of studies compared diagnostic test performance with a combined reference standard obtained by
adding positive test results from all evaluated methods. One additional study (Funk et al., 2013) was included for the evaluation of quantitative test performances. Analysis 1
refers to studies used for the latent class analysis of test sensitivities, while analysis 2 indicates studies used for the comparison of egg count outcomes.
Reference

Country

Compared methods

Reference standard STH species

Analysis

Albonico et al. (2012)

Tanzania (Zanzibar) SAC

Age group Sample size
430

Kato-Katz, McMaster

Combined

1, 2

Albonico et al. (2013)b

Tanzania (Zanzibar) SAC

304, 231a

Kato-Katz, McMaster, FLOTAC

Combined

Arias and Urrego (2013)

Colombia

309

Direct, FEC

Combined

Ascaris lumbricoides,
Trichuris trichiura,
hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
Hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
Hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm
Hookworm
Hookworm
A. lumbricoides,
T. trichiura, hookworm

1

all

a

Assefa et al. (2014)

Kenya

SAC

132

Kato-Katz, Mini-FLOTAC

LCA

Barda et al. (2013a)b

Tanzania, India

SAC

100, 80

Direct, FEC, Mini-FLOTAC

Combined

Barda et al. (2013b) b
Brown et al. (2003) b

Tanzania
Uganda

SAC
all

201
412a

Kato-Katz, Direct, Mini-FLOTAC
Kato-Katz, FEC

None
None

Endris et al. (2013)

Ethiopia

SAC

354

Kato-Katz, Direct, FEC

Combined

Funk et al. (2013)

India

all

110

Kato-Katz, FEC

None

Habtamu et al. (2011)

Ethiopia

SAC

271

Kato-Katz, FLOTAC

Combined

Jeandron et al. (2010)
Knopp et al. (2008)

Kyrgyzstan
SAC
Tanzania (Zanzibar) SAC

71
340

Knopp et al. (2009b)

Tanzania (Zanzibar) SAC

279

3-sample Kato-Katz,
Kato-Katz, 2-sample
3-sample Kato-Katz,
3-sample Kato-Katz,

Knopp et al. (2011)

Tanzania (Zanzibar) SAC

343, 269

2-slide Kato-Katz, FLOTAC

Knopp et al. (2014)
Levecke et al. (2011)

Tanzania
Brazil, Cameroon,
Tanzania,
Vietnam, India
Peru

all
SAC

1179
2-slide Kato-Katz, FLOTAC, (PCR) Combined, LCA
350, 114,
Kato-Katz, McMaster
Combined
199, 772, 101

SAC

73

SAC

258

Machicado et al. (2012)

Neves Santos et al. (2005) Brazil
b

Pullan et al. (2010)
Utzinger et al. (2008)
Von Schiller et al. (2013)

Uganda
Cote d’Ivoire
Colombia

SAC,>20
SAC
SAC

a

853, 553
102
90

FLOTAC
Combined
Kato-Katz,
Predicted estimate
(Koga Agar)
FLOTAC
Combined
Combined

Kato-Katz, Direct, (SSTT)

Combined

3-slide Kato-Katz, Direct

Combined

Kato-Katz, 2-sample Kato-Katz
2-slide Kato-Katz, FEC, FLOTAC
Kato-Katz, FEC, Direct

None
Combined
Combined

FEC, formol-ether concentration; SAC, school-aged children; SSTT, spontaneous sedimentation in tube technique.
a
Split into several populations for analysis.
b
Datasets contributed by authors.

1, 2
1
1, 2
1
1, 2
1
1
2
1
1, 2
1
1, 2
1, 2
1
1, 2

1
1,2
1, 2
1
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A. lumbricoides: 63 comparisons

T. trichiura: 67 comparisons

5
1

6
1

Mini-FLOTAC

FLOTAC
17

1

McMaster

8

FLOTAC
16

17

Kato-Katz
7

McMaster

2

15
FEC

1

Mini-FLOTAC

Direct

FEC

Kato-Katz
16

4
2

Direct
3

2

3

3
Hookworm: 94 comparisons
6
1

2

Mini-FLOTAC

FLOTAC

McMaster

12

18

17

1
Kato-Katz

FEC

19

5

Direct

10
3
Fig. 2. Two-by-two comparisons of diagnostic methods by soil-transmitted helminth species Acaris lumbricoides, Trichuris trichiuria and hookworm. The outlined comparisons
were included in the models; numbers represent the number of available comparisons. Where studies could be subdivided into several populations, each was counted as one
comparison. The Kato-Katz method could be differentiated into variations of the protocol according to number of slides or samples processed.

Table 2
Sensitivity estimates for selected diagnostic methods by helminth species. The sensitivity estimates and 95% Bayesian credible interval (BCI) were obtained for each soiltransmitted helminth species by Bayesian latent class analysis. Speciﬁcity was included as a ﬁxed term based on model ﬁt.
Number of comparisons

Ascaris lumbricoides
63

Trichuris trichiura
67

Hookworm
94

Method

Sensitivity (%)

95%BCI

Sensitivity (%)

95%BCI

Sensitivity (%)

95%BCI

1-slide Kato-Katz
2-slide Kato-Katz
2-sample Kato-Katz
3-sample Kato-Katz
Direct microscopy
Formol-ether concentration (FEC)
FLOTAC
Mini-FLOTAC
McMaster
Speciﬁcity

63.8
64.6
69.2
70.4
52.1
56.9
79.7
75.5
61.1
99.6

59.1–68.6
59.7–69.8
63.2–74.6
64.9–75.6
46.6–57.7
51.1–63.5
72.8–86.0
54.0–95.9
56.3–65.9

82.2
84.8
89.7
90.5
62.8
81.2
91.0
76.2
81.8
97.5

80.1–84.5
82.5–87.1
86.3–92.6
87.6–93.1
56.9–68.9
73.0–89.2
88.8–93.5
33.9–99.4
79.6–84.2

59.5
63.0
74.2
74.3
42.8
53.0
92.4
79.2
58.9
98.0

56.9–62.2
59.8–66.4
70.6–78.1
70.8–78.2
38.3–48.4
48.6–57.5
87.6–96.2
72.7–85.9
55.7–62.2

Kato-Katz performed on two consecutive samples. The sensitivity
for Kato-Katz tests performed on three consecutive samples was
only slightly further improved.
Test speciﬁcities were not the main outcome and were ﬁxed at
99.6% for A. lumbricoides, 97.5% for T. trichiura and 98.0% for hookworm, based upon model ﬁt.

improved markedly by performance of a second slide on the same
sample. The sensitivity of the FLOTAC method was highest at 81.8%
(95% BCI: 65.5–90.3%) at low intensity compared with 97.1% (95%
BCI: 93.1–99.7%) at high intensity.

3.3. Effect of infection intensity on diagnostic test sensitivity

A total of 17, 16 and 27 comparisons of average Kato-Katz A.
lumbricoides, T. trichiura and hookworm egg counts with other
diagnostic methods were obtained from 11 articles (Table 1, analysis 2). The majority of comparisons were between versions of
Kato-Katz and FLOTAC or McMaster techniques. Only a few studies
compared egg counts between Kato-Katz and FEC or Mini-FLOTAC
methods; none with direct microscopy. Table 4 shows that the
FLOTAC method generally underestimates the average egg counts
compared with Kato-Katz, even though the difference is not
statistically signiﬁcant for T. trichiura. The McMaster technique,

The obtained sensitivity estimates by intensity group are presented in Table 3 and Fig. 4. For all tests and STH species evaluated
in both intensity groups, sensitivity varied markedly and most
strongly for the Kato-Katz method. For example, for A. lumbricoides
the 1-slide Kato-Katz method had a sensitivity of 48.8% (95% BCI:
37.6–58.2%) in the low intensity group compared with 95.8%
(95% BCI: 91.8–98.5%) in the high intensity group. Interestingly,
in the low intensity group the sensitivity of Kato-Katz was

3.4. Comparison of quantitative test performances
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Fig. 3. Sensitivity of selected diagnostic tests for the detection of Ascaris lumbricoides (A), Trichuris trichiura (B) and hookworm (C). The sensitivity estimates (%) and their 95%
Bayesian credible intervals were obtained by Bayesian latent class analysis for each soil-transmitted helminth species.

however, resulted in a higher egg count for six of 11 comparisons
(55%) for T. trichiura and four of 12 comparisons (33%) for hookworm whilst A. lumbricoides egg counts were signiﬁcantly lower.
The relationships between the logarithmic average measurements
of Kato-Katz and FLOTAC or McMaster techniques followed a linear
trend as shown by the scatter plots presented in Fig. 5.
4. Discussion
A global assessment of STH diagnostic test sensitivities and
their extent of variation is required to investigate the suitability
of diagnostic tools for different transmission settings or stages of
STH control programmes. Here we present, to our knowledge, the
ﬁrst meta-analysis of STH diagnostic method performance using
a Bayesian LCA framework to overcome the absence of a true gold
standard (Dendukuri and Joseph, 2001; Branscum et al., 2005). Our
results demonstrate that sensitivities of evaluated diagnostic tests
are low overall and cannot be generalised over different transmission settings. Sensitivity, overall and in both intensity groups,
was highest for the FLOTAC method, but was comparable for
Mini-FLOTAC and Kato-Katz methods. Test sensitivities are
strongly inﬂuenced by intensity of infection and this variation
needs to be taken into account for the choice of a diagnostic test
in a speciﬁc setting. Moreover, reduced test sensitivity at low
infection intensities is of increasing importance as ongoing control
programmes reduce the prevalence and intensity of STH infections
within endemic communities.
The Kato-Katz method is the most widely used and reported
diagnostic method, due to its simplicity and low cost (Katz et al.,
1972), and is recommended by the WHO for the quantiﬁcation of

STH eggs in the human stool (WHO, 2002). Even though the overall
sensitivity of the Kato-Katz method was low, the results of the
stratiﬁed analysis suggest a high sensitivity of 74–95% when infection intensity is high, which is likely the case for mapping and
baseline assessment. However, the test sensitivity dropped dramatically in low transmission settings, making the method a less
valuable option in later stages of control programmes. This is likely
a reﬂection of methodological problems speciﬁc to the Kato-Katz
method, especially when diagnosing multiple STH species infections, as different helminth eggs have different clearing times
(Bergquist et al., 2009). In high intensity settings, little value was
added by performing a 2-slide test on the same sample, even
though this is the currently recommended protocol; whereas in
low intensity settings sensitivity was improved by performing a
second slide. Sensitivity increased signiﬁcantly when performing
the Kato-Katz method on multiple consecutive samples, which is
most likely explained by daily variations of egg excretions and
the non-equal distribution of eggs in the faeces leading to substantial variation in egg numbers between stool samples from the same
person (Booth et al., 2003; Krauth et al., 2012).
For all investigated STH species, sensitivity was highest for the
FLOTAC method, even when evaluated in low intensity settings, a
ﬁnding which is consistent with previous evaluations (Utzinger
et al., 2008; Knopp et al., 2009b; Glinz et al., 2010). However,
despite its improved performance compared with other copromicroscopic methods, FLOTAC has several practical constraints
including higher associated costs, necessity of a centrifuge and
longer sample preparation time, decreasing its value as a universal
diagnostic method (Knopp et al., 2009a). To enable its use in settings with limited facilities, the Mini-FLOTAC method, a simpliﬁed
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37.6–58.2
43.1–65.2
41.5–64.2
47.3–67.7
12.3–79.5
21.4–91.2
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28.7–69.2
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9
4
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69.0
79.8
71.3
73.5
14.9
21.5
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58.3
75.5
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Hookworm

High
T. trichiura

Low

A. lumbricoides
Intensity group

Table 3
Sensitivity estimates (Sens) by intensity of infection and helminth species. The sensitivity estimates and 95% Bayesian credible intervals (BCIs) were obtained for each soil-transmitted helminth species by Bayesian latent class analysis
(LCA) stratiﬁed by intensity of infection group. High intensity was deﬁned as P2500 eggs per gram of faeces (epg), P400 epg, and P165 epg average infection intensity for Ascaris lumbricoides, Trichuris trichiura and hookworm,
respectively. Speciﬁcity was included as a ﬁxed term based on model ﬁt. n indicates the number of comparisons for each of the methods.
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form of FLOTAC, was developed (Barda et al., 2013a). Our ﬁndings
suggest that the sensitivity of Mini-FLOTAC is much lower than
FLOTAC, and it does not outperform the less expensive Kato-Katz
method according to a recent study in Kenya (Speich et al., 2010;
Assefa et al., 2014). A recognised advantage of the Mini-FLOTAC
method, however, is that it can be performed on ﬁxed stools,
enabling processing at a later date in a central laboratory. This
can help to increase the quality control process and overcomes
some of the logistical difﬁculties in examining fresh stool samples
in the ﬁeld on the day of collection (Barda et al., 2013a). The
obtained Mini-FLOTAC sensitivity estimates have relatively high
uncertainty, visible in the wide conﬁdence intervals, probably
due to the limited number of studies available for the analysis
and their evaluation primarily in low transmission settings, where
the number of positive individuals is very limited. The detection or
failure of detection of a single individual therefore might have a
large impact on the sensitivity estimate.
In remote areas where microscopy is often unavailable, studies
can also use FEC, which allows the ﬁxation of stool samples for
later examination (WHO, 1994); several authors have also
suggested the use of the McMaster technique as it is easier to standardise than Kato-Katz (Levecke et al., 2011; Albonico et al., 2012).
Overall, the observed relative performances of these diagnostic
tests when compared with the Kato-Katz method are consistent
with those presented in the literature: the performance of
Kato-Katz and McMaster methods were comparable, although this
did vary by setting (Levecke et al., 2011; Albonico et al., 2013).
Similarly, even though FEC had predominantly lower sensitivity
than Kato-Katz in included studies, the reported relative performance varies in the literature (Glinz et al., 2010; Speich et al.,
2013). The sensitivity of direct microscopy was consistently lower
than the Kato-Katz method. Other available methods which were
not included in our meta-analysis due to limited data availability,
such as the midi-Parasep, do not show any improved test performance in their previous evaluations (Funk et al., 2013).
Although we present an improved approach for evaluating diagnostic test performances, accounting for the absence of a perfect
gold standard by estimating the true unmeasured infection status
and allowing for conditional dependency between the test outcomes, our analysis is subject to several limitations. The results
presented here are limited by the low availability of comparable
data for each diagnostic test, especially when performing the analysis stratiﬁed by intensity group. Direct microscopy was primarily
evaluated in low intensity settings, which could have led to the
lower observed sensitivity estimates, whereas the Kato-Katz
method was evaluated in a full range of settings. The cut-off value
to deﬁne high and low intensity groups of study populations was
chosen based on the data included in the meta-analysis, but does
not necessarily represent two main types of transmission settings.
Nevertheless, the groupings demonstrate the substantial differences in test performance across varying infection intensities. As
the investigated range of transmission settings was limited, further
diagnostic test evaluations in speciﬁed transmission settings will
be needed to provide concrete test performance estimates for each
of the settings. To take into account the conditional dependency
between compared diagnostic tests, we used a ﬁxed effects model,
assuming that conditional dependency is the same for all study
settings. Different approaches allowing for varying correlations
by using random effects to model sensitivities and speciﬁcities as
a function of a latent subject-speciﬁc random variable could be
explored further (Dendukuri and Joseph, 2001). Moreover, our
ﬁndings might be biased towards results from studies comparing
multiple diagnostic tests at the same time, as these are underpinned by a larger amount of data. Assumptions had to ensure
identiﬁability of the model by limiting the number of parameters
to be estimated. We focussed our analysis on the sensitivity of
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Fig. 4. Sensitivity and 95% Bayesian credible intervals of a 1-slide 1-sample KatoKatz, FLOTAC and McMaster test by intensity of infection and helminth species. The
ﬁgure presents the results for those methods with sensitivity estimates in both
intensity groups and for all three soil-transmitted helminth species. The Bayesian
latent class analysis was performed, stratiﬁed by intensity of infection group, where
high intensity was deﬁned as P2500 eggs per gram of faeces (epg), P400 epg, and
P165 epg average infection intensity for Ascaris lumbricoides, Trichuris trichiura and
hookworm, respectively.

diagnostic tests, assuming that speciﬁcity of various methods do
not differ largely, and therefore included the speciﬁcity of all single
sample diagnostic tests as one ﬁxed parameter. This assumption
can be questioned, as for example Kato-Katz slides are more difﬁcult to read than FLOTAC slides due to debris (Glinz et al., 2010);
however, it is still an improvement on the assumption of 100% test
speciﬁcity for all diagnostic tests as applied in previous publications (Booth et al., 2003; Knopp et al., 2011; Levecke et al.,
2011). Using uninformative priors instead of ﬁxed terms did not
improve model ﬁt and led to slightly wider BCIs.
Importantly, the current model assumes that sensitivities are
identical within all populations, which is not fulﬁlled if sensitivity
varies by study setting (Toft et al., 2005). Indeed, the stratiﬁed
analysis showed that sensitivity varied by infection intensity; however, there were not sufﬁcient data to obtain good estimates for all
tests in various transmission settings. Additionally, sensitivity in a

speciﬁc study setting might be affected by other factors including
stool consistency and diet, standardisation and adherence to
protocols, equipment quality and human error (Bogoch et al.,
2006; Bergquist et al., 2009; Levecke et al., 2011). To overcome
the limited comparability of evaluations from different studies,
purposeful evaluations of test sensitivity over a continuous range
of infection intensities in comparable populations, for example
before and after treatment rounds, are clearly necessary to better
reﬁne sensitivity estimates, and could be used to identify intensity
categories within which sensitivity remains comparable. Results
could then be transformed into recommendations for the use of
diagnostic tests for different stages of disease control programmes.
The performance of a diagnostic tool should not only be
measured in terms of sensitivity, but also needs to consider the
ability of the test to quantify faecal egg counts. Current infection
and treatment effect indicators are based on the Kato-Katz method,
and the question arises whether the increasing use of other methods will constitute a problem for standardised recommendations
(WHO, 2002). The comparison of average egg counts obtained by
Kato-Katz and FLOTAC methods shows a broad agreement with
previous studies with generally higher Kato-Katz egg counts
(Knopp et al., 2009b, 2011; Albonico et al., 2013). The quantitative
performance of the McMaster technique, however, varied in comparison to the Kato-Katz method as higher McMaster average egg
counts were observed in several studies, especially for T. trichiura
and hookworms (Levecke et al., 2011; Albonico et al., 2012, 2013).
The current analysis has focussed on copro-microscopic diagnostic tests, which are based on examination of stool samples.
There is current interest in developing more sensitive assays that
allow a high sample throughput for screening of large populations
using other biological samples and the simultaneous detection of
several parasite species in co-endemic settings (Bergquist et al.,
2009; Knopp et al., 2014). Recently, assays based on PCR have been
developed for the detection of STH (Verweij et al., 2007; Schar
et al., 2013; Knopp et al., 2014); however, we did not include this
method in our meta-analysis due to limited data availability from
ﬁeld settings. Nonetheless, a recent study showed that the sensitivity of PCR methods was comparable with the Kato-Katz method,
especially in low endemicity settings (Knopp et al., 2014).
In conclusion, we provide a ﬁrst known meta-analysis of the
sensitivity and quantitative performance of STH diagnostic methods most widely used in resource-limited settings. Our results
show that the FLOTAC method had the highest sensitivity both
overall and in low intensity settings; however this technique

Table 4
Comparison of arithmetic mean egg counts (eggs per gram of faeces, epg) obtained by various techniques and Kato-Katz (various protocols). The statistical signiﬁcance of the
difference between egg counts was assessed using a Wilcoxon matched pairs signed-ranks test.
Method

n

Mean epg (range)

Mean Kato-Katz epg (range)

n lower (%)a

n higher (%)a

Difference P value

Ascaris lumbricoides
FLOTAC
McMaster
FEC
Mini-FLOTAC

9
11
1
1

839 (8–5594)
3456 (7–10643)
1
47

1457 (11–6459)
6990 (82–25079)
0
80

8 (89)
11 (100)
0 (0)
1 (100)

1 (11)
0
1 (100)
0

0.011
0.003
–
–

Trichuris trichiura
FLOTAC
McMaster
FEC
Mini-FLOTAC

9
11
1
1

359 (26–724)
746 (143–1168)
0.5
0.3

439 (51–985)
693 (84–1938)
7
0

7 (78)
2 (18)
1 (100)
0

1 (11)
6 (55)
0
1 (100)

0.139
0.182
–
–

Hookworm
FLOTAC
McMaster
FEC
Mini-FLOTAC

10
12
2
2

43 (1–179)
292 (13–1031)
10 (6–14)
220 (16–424)

87 (10–252)
418 (10–1630)
109 (62–156)
241 (27–455)

8
6
2
1

1 (10)
4 (33)
0
0

0.013
0.388
–
–

(80)
(50)
(100)
(50)

n, number of comparisons; FEC, formol-ether concentration.
a
To account for small ﬂuctuations in egg counts, counts were considered as lower/higher than the Kato-Katz method if they were lower/higher than the Kato-Katz epg +/
10%.
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A

A. lumbricoides

D

B

T. trichiura

E

C

Hookworm

F

Fig. 5. Scatter plots of log-transformed arithmetic mean egg counts (eggs per gram of faeces, epg) from studies comparing Kato-Katz with FLOTAC (A–C) and McMaster (D–F)
tests. The graphs are presented separately for the three soil-transmitted helminth species, Ascaris lumbricoides (A, D), Trichuris trichiura (B, E) and hookworm (C, F). Arithmetic
mean egg counts were log-transformed (natural logarithm) for presentation purposes. Due to the limited data analysed, we refrained from ﬁtting a regression line and
presenting linear regression coefﬁcients.

requires a centrifuge and has relatively low throughput. Our
results further show that the sensitivities of the Kato-Katz and
Mini-FLOTAC techniques were comparable and in high intensity
settings both techniques provide a practical and reliable diagnostic
method. A particular advantage of the Kato-Katz method is the
ability to simultaneously detect STH and schistosome species at
low cost; whereas the Mini-FLOTAC method has the advantage that
it can be used on preserved samples. As control programmes
reduce the intensity of infection, there is a need for diagnostic
methods which are more sensitive than these currently used. In
evaluating the performance of new diagnostic methods we recommend a standardised evaluation in multiple transmission settings,
using the robust statistical methods presented here, as well as a
consideration of the cost-effectiveness of alternative methods
(Assefa et al., 2014).
Acknowledgements
We would like to thank Mike Brown, Marco Albonico and
Beatrice Barda for kindly providing datasets for this study and
Katherine Halliday for commenting on the manuscript. S.J.B. is
supported by a Wellcome Trust, UK, Senior Fellowship in Basic Biomedical Science (098045), which also supports R.L.P. and this work.
B.N. is supported by a Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, USA grant
(#OPP1033751).
Appendix A. Supplementary data
Supplementary data associated with this article can be found, in
the online version, at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpara.2014.05.
009.

References
Albonico, M., Ame, S.M., Vercruysse, J., Levecke, B., 2012. Comparison of the KatoKatz thick smear and McMaster egg counting techniques for monitoring drug
efﬁcacy against soil-transmitted helminths in schoolchildren on Pemba Island,
Tanzania. Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 106, 199–201.
Albonico, M., Rinaldi, L., Sciascia, S., Morgoglione, M.E., Piemonte, M., Maurelli, M.P.,
Musella, V., Utzinger, J., Ali, S.M., Ame, S.M., Cringoli, G., 2013. Comparison of
three copromicroscopic methods to assess albendazole efﬁcacy against soiltransmitted helminth infections in school-aged children on Pemba Island.
Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 107, 493–501.
Arias, J.A.C., Urrego, K.B., 2013. Frequency of intestinal parasites and evaluation of
methods for their diagnosis in a marginal community of Medellin, Colombia.
Iatreia 26, 257–268.
Assefa, L.M., Crellen, T., Kepha, S., Kihara, J.H., Njenga, S., Pullan, R.L., Brooker, S.J.,
2014. Diagnostic performance and cost-effectiveness of alternative methods for
detection of soil-transmitted helminths in a post-treatment setting in western
Kenya. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 8, e2843.
Barda, B.D., Rinaldi, L., Ianniello, D., Zepherine, H., Salvo, F., Sadutshang, T., Cringoli,
G., Clementi, M., Albonico, M., 2013a. Mini-FLOTAC, an innovative direct
diagnostic technique for intestinal parasitic infections: experience from the
ﬁeld. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 7, e2344.
Barda, B., Zepherine, H., Rinaldi, L., Cringoli, G., Burioni, R., Clementi, M., Albonico,
M., 2013b. Mini-FLOTAC and Kato-Katz: helminth eggs watching on the shore of
Lake Victoria. Parasites Vectors 6, 220.
Bergquist, R., Johansen, M.V., Utzinger, J., 2009. Diagnostic dilemmas in
helminthology: what tools to use and when? Trends Parasitol. 25, 151–156.
Bogoch, I.I., Raso, G., N’Goran, E.K., Marti, H.P., Utzinger, J., 2006. Differences in
microscopic diagnosis of helminths and intestinal protozoa among diagnostic
centres. Eur. J. Clin. Microbiol. infect. Dis. 25, 344–347.
Booth, M., Vounatsou, P., N’Goran, E.K., Tanner, M., Utzinger, J., 2003. The inﬂuence
of sampling effort and the performance of the Kato-Katz technique in
diagnosing Schistosoma mansoni and hookworm co-infections in rural Cote
d’Ivoire. Parasitology 127, 525–531.
Branscum, A.J., Gardner, I.A., Johnson, W.O., 2005. Estimation of diagnostic-test
sensitivity and speciﬁcity through Bayesian modeling. Prev. Vet. Med. 68, 145–
163.
Brown, M., Bukusuba, J., Hughes, P., Nakiyingi, J., Watera, C., Elliott, A., Whitworth, J.,
2003. Screening for intestinal helminth infestation in a semi-urban cohort of
HIV-infected people in Uganda: a combination of techniques may enhance

774

B. Nikolay et al. / International Journal for Parasitology 44 (2014) 765–774

diagnostic yield in the absence of multiple stool samples. Trop. Doctor 33, 72–
76.
Cringoli, G., Rinaldi, L., Maurelli, M.P., Utzinger, J., 2010. FLOTAC: new multivalent
techniques for qualitative and quantitative copromicroscopic diagnosis of
parasites in animals and humans. Nat. Protoc. 5, 503–515.
de Araujo Pereira, G., Louzada, F., de Fatima Barbosa, V., Ferreira-Silva, M.M.,
Moraes-Souza, H., 2012. A general latent class model for performance
evaluation of diagnostic tests in the absence of a gold standard: an
application to Chagas disease. Comput. Math. Meth. Med., 487–502.
Dendukuri, N., Joseph, L., 2001. Bayesian approaches to modeling the conditional
dependence between multiple diagnostic tests. Biometrics 57, 158–167.
Endris, M., Tekeste, Z., Lemma, W., Kassu, A., 2013. Comparison of the Kato-Katz,
Wet Mount and formol-ether concentration techniques for intestinal helminth
infections in Ethiopia. ISRN Parasitol., Article ID 180439.
Enoe, C., Georgiadis, M.P., Johnson, W.O., 2000. Estimation of sensitivity and
speciﬁcity of diagnostic tests and disease prevalence when the true disease
state is unknown. Prev. Vet. Med. 45, 61–81.
Funk, A.L., Boisson, S., Clasen, T., Ensink, J.H., 2013. Comparison of Kato-Katz, ethylacetate sedimentation, and Midi Parasep(R) in the diagnosis of hookworm,
Ascaris and Trichuris infections in the context of an evaluation of rural sanitation
in India. Acta Trop. 126, 265–268.
Glinz, D., Silue, K.D., Knopp, S., Lohourignon, L.K., Yao, K.P., Steinmann, P., Rinaldi, L.,
Cringoli, G., N’Goran, E.K., Utzinger, J., 2010. Comparing diagnostic accuracy of
Kato-Katz, Koga agar plate, ether-concentration, and FLOTAC for Schistosoma
mansoni and soil-transmitted helminths. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 4, e754.
Goncalves, L., Subtil, A., de Oliveira, M.R., do Rosario, V., Lee, P.W., Shaio, M.F., 2012.
Bayesian latent class models in malaria diagnosis. PloS One 7, e40633.
Habtamu, K., Degarege, A., Ye-Ebiyo, Y., Erko, B., 2011. Comparison of the Kato-Katz
and FLOTAC techniques for the diagnosis of soil-transmitted helminth
infections. Parasitol. Int. 60, 398–402.
Ihorst, G., Forster, J., Petersen, G., Werchau, H., Rohwedder, A., Schumacher, M.,
2007. The use of imperfect diagnostic tests had an impact on prevalence
estimation. J. Clin. Epidemiol. 60, 902–910.
Jeandron, A., Abdyldaieva, G., Usubalieva, J., Ensink, J.H., Cox, J., Matthys, B., Rinaldi,
L., Cringoli, G., Utzinger, J., 2010. Accuracy of the Kato-Katz, adhesive tape and
FLOTAC techniques for helminth diagnosis among children in Kyrgyzstan. Acta
Trop. 116, 185–192.
Katz, N., Chaves, A., Pellegrino, J., 1972. A simple device for quantitative stool thicksmear technique in Schistosomiasis mansoni. Rev Inst Med Trop Sao Paulo 14,
397–400.
Knopp, S., Mgeni, A.F., Khamis, I.S., Steinmann, P., Stothard, J.R., Rollinson, D., Marti,
H., Utzinger, J., 2008. Diagnosis of soil-transmitted helminths in the era of
preventive chemotherapy: effect of multiple stool sampling and use of different
diagnostic techniques. PLoS Negl. Trop Dis. 2, e331.
Knopp, S., Glinz, D., Rinaldi, L., Mohammed, K.A., N’Goran, E.K., Stothard, J.R., Marti,
H., Cringoli, G., Rollinson, D., Utzinger, J., 2009a. FLOTAC: a promising technique
for detecting helminth eggs in human faeces. Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 103,
1190–1194.
Knopp, S., Rinaldi, L., Khamis, I.S., Stothard, J.R., Rollinson, D., Maurelli, M.P.,
Steinmann, P., Marti, H., Cringoli, G., Utzinger, J., 2009b. A single FLOTAC is more
sensitive than triplicate Kato-Katz for the diagnosis of low-intensity soiltransmitted helminth infections. Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 103, 347–354.
Knopp, S., Speich, B., Hattendorf, J., Rinaldi, L., Mohammed, K.A., Khamis, I.S.,
Mohammed, A.S., Albonico, M., Rollinson, D., Marti, H., Cringoli, G., Utzinger, J.,
2011. Diagnostic accuracy of Kato-Katz and FLOTAC for assessing anthelmintic
drug efﬁcacy. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 5, e1036.
Knopp, S., Salim, N., Schindler, T., Karagiannis Voules, D.A., Rothen, J., Lweno, O.,
Mohammed, A.S., Singo, R., Benninghoff, M., Nsojo, A.A., Genton, B.,
Daubenberger, C., 2014. Diagnostic accuracy of Kato-Katz, FLOTAC, Baermann,
and PCR methods for the detection of light-intensity hookworm and
Strongyloides stercoralis infections in Tanzania. Am. J. Trop. Med. Hyg. 90,
535–545.
Krauth, S.J., Coulibaly, J.T., Knopp, S., Traore, M., N’Goran, E.K., Utzinger, J., 2012. An
in-depth analysis of a piece of shit: distribution of Schistosoma mansoni and
hookworm eggs in human stool. PLoS Negl. Trop Dis. 6, e1969.
Levecke, B., Behnke, J.M., Ajjampur, S.S., Albonico, M., Ame, S.M., Charlier, J., Geiger,
S.M., Hoa, N.T., Kamwa Ngassam, R.I., Kotze, A.C., McCarthy, J.S., Montresor, A.,
Periago, M.V., Roy, S., Tchuem Tchuente, L.A., Thach, D.T., Vercruysse, J., 2011. A
comparison of the sensitivity and fecal egg counts of the McMaster egg
counting and Kato-Katz thick smear methods for soil-transmitted helminths.
PLoS Negl. Trop Dis. 5, e1201.
Levecke, B., Brooker, S.J., Knopp, S., Steinmann, P., Sousa-Figueiredo, J.C., Stothard,
J.R., Utzinger, J., Vercruysse, J., 2014. Effect of sampling and diagnostic effort on
the assessment of schistosomiasis and soil-transmitted helminthiasis and drug
efﬁcacy: a meta-analysis of six drug efﬁcacy trials and one epidemiological
survey. Parasitology, 1–15. http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0031182013002266.

Limmathurotsakul, D., Turner, E.L., Wuthiekanun, V., Thaipadungpanit, J.,
Suputtamongkol, Y., Chierakul, W., Smythe, L.D., Day, N.P., Cooper, B., Peacock,
S.J., 2012. Fool’s gold: why imperfect reference tests are undermining the
evaluation of novel diagnostics: a reevaluation of 5 diagnostic tests for
leptospirosis. Clin. Infect. Dis. 55, 322–331.
Machicado, J.D., Marcos, L.A., Tello, R., Canales, M., Terashima, A., Gotuzzo, E., 2012.
Diagnosis of soil-transmitted helminthiasis in an Amazonic community of Peru
using multiple diagnostic techniques. Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 106, 333–
339.
McCarthy, J.S., Lustigman, S., Yang, G.J., Barakat, R.M., Garcia, H.H., Sripa, B.,
Willingham, A.L., Prichard, R.K., Basanez, M.G., 2012. A research agenda for
helminth diseases of humans: diagnostics for control and elimination
programmes. PLoS Negl. Trop Dis. 6, e1601.
Menten, J., Boelaert, M., Lesaffre, E., 2008. Bayesian latent class models with
conditionally dependent diagnostic tests: a case study. Stat. Med. 27, 4469–
4488.
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food, 1986. Manual of veterinary
parasitological laboratory techniques. Her Majesty’s Stationary Ofﬁce (HMSO),
London.
Neves Santos, F.L., Lima Cerqueira, E.J., Matos Soares, N., 2005. Comparison of the
thick smear and Kato-Katz techniques for diagnosis of intestinal helminth
infections. Rev. Soc. Bras. Med. Trop. 38, 196–198.
Ochola, L.B., Vounatsou, P., Smith, T., Mabaso, M.L., Newton, C.R., 2006. The
reliability of diagnostic techniques in the diagnosis and management of malaria
in the absence of a gold standard. Lancet Infect. Dis. 6, 582–588.
Pepe, M.S., Janes, H., 2007. Insights into latent class analysis of diagnostic test
performance. Biostatistics 8, 474–484.
Pullan, R.L., Kabatereine, N.B., Quinnell, R.J., Brooker, S., 2010. Spatial and genetic
epidemiology of hookworm in a rural community in Uganda. PLoS Negl. Trop
Dis. 4, e713.
Ritchie, L., 1948. An ether sedimentation technique for routine stool examinations.
Bull. U.S. Army Med. Dept. 8, 326.
Schar, F., Odermatt, P., Khieu, V., Panning, M., Duong, S., Muth, S., Marti, H., Kramme,
S., 2013. Evaluation of real-time PCR for Strongyloides stercoralis and hookworm
as diagnostic tool in asymptomatic schoolchildren in Cambodia. Acta Trop. 126,
89–92.
Solomon, A.W., Engels, D., Bailey, R.L., Blake, I.M., Brooker, S., Chen, J.X., Chen, J.H.,
Churcher, T.S., Drakeley, C.J., Edwards, T., Fenwick, A., French, M., Gabrielli, A.F.,
Grassly, N.C., Harding-Esch, E.M., Holland, M.J., Koukounari, A., Lammie, P.J.,
Leslie, J., Mabey, D.C., Rhajaoui, M., Secor, W.E., Stothard, J.R., Wei, H.,
Willingham, A.L., Zhou, X.N., Peeling, R.W., 2012. A diagnostics platform for
the integrated mapping, monitoring, and surveillance of neglected tropical
diseases: rationale and target product proﬁles. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 6, e1746.
Speich, B., Knopp, S., Mohammed, K.A., Khamis, I.S., Rinaldi, L., Cringoli, G., Rollinson,
D., Utzinger, J., 2010. Comparative cost assessment of the Kato-Katz and FLOTAC
techniques for soil-transmitted helminth diagnosis in epidemiological surveys.
Parasites Vectors 3, 71.
Speich, B., Utzinger, J., Marti, H., Ame, S.M., Ali, S.M., Albonico, M., Keiser, J., 2013.
Comparison of the Kato-Katz method and ether-concentration technique for the
diagnosis of soil-transmitted helminth infections in the framework of a
randomised controlled trial. Eur. J. Clin. Microbial. Infect. Dis.. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10096-013-2019-1.
Tarafder, M.R., Carabin, H., Joseph, L., Balolong Jr., E., Olveda, R., McGarvey, S.T.,
2010. Estimating the sensitivity and speciﬁcity of Kato-Katz stool examination
technique for detection of hookworms, Ascaris lumbricoides and Trichuris
trichiura infections in humans in the absence of a ‘gold standard’. Int. J.
Parasitol. 40, 399–404.
Toft, N., Jorgensen, E., Hojsgaard, S., 2005. Diagnosing diagnostic tests: evaluating
the assumptions underlying the estimation of sensitivity and speciﬁcity in the
absence of a gold standard. Prev. Vet. Med. 68, 19–33.
Utzinger, J., Rinaldi, L., Lohourignon, L.K., Rohner, F., Zimmermann, M.B., Tschannen,
A.B., N’Goran E, K., Cringoli, G., 2008. FLOTAC: a new sensitive technique for the
diagnosis of hookworm infections in humans. Trans. R. Soc. Trop. Med. Hyg. 102,
84–90.
Verweij, J.J., Brienen, E.A.T., Ziem, J., Yelifari, L., Polderman, A.M., Van Lieshout, L.,
2007. Simultaneous detection and quantiﬁcation of Ancylostoma duodenale,
Necator americanus, and Oesophagostomum bifurcum in fecal samples using
multiplex real-time PCR. Am. J. Trop. Med. Hyg. 77, 685–690.
Von Schiller, I.C.R., Berrio, L.P.M., Giraldo, M.L.S., Palacio, M.N.M., Garces, J.H.B.,
2013. Evaluation of three coproparasitoscopic techniques for the diagnosis of
intestinal geohelminthiases. Iatreia 26, 15–24.
WHO, 1994. Bench Aids for the Diagnosis of Intestinal Parasites. World Health
Organization, Geneva.
WHO, 2002. Prevention and Control of Schistosomiasis and Soil-Transmitted
Helminthiasis. World Health Organ. Tech. Rep. Ser. 912.

