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Cyprus is an island that is surrounded by water from the 
Mediterranean Sea [1]. The definition of the word “island”, 
which is a land smaller than a continent and surrounded 
by water, induces how important and beneficial the sea 
is to Cyprus for achieving their annual revenue and goals 
in the sectors of marine trading, tourism, swimming, and 
transportation. As a result, we would like to address the topic 
of “sea safety in Cyprus”, not only to identify the gaps of it, 
but also enhance it with new preventative ideas.

Sea safety involves the enforcement of desirable con-
ditions of human activity at sea, to eliminate any form of 
danger to human life, property, and the marine environ-
ment [2]. Accidents may occur in the seas of Cyprus. These 
accidents occur mainly by boat wrecks or drowning from 
swimming. A famous shipwreck accident in Cyprus is the 
Edro III Shipwreck, which started its journey at Sierra, Leone, 
then had a stop at Limassol’s port with its final destination 
being Rhodes. The ship was carrying 9 sailors when a rough 
storm severely damaged it in the Chloraka area of Paphos, 
but luckily all these sailors were saved by a helicopter of 
the British military. This incident, since 2011, has been 
famous for tourists, because the shipwreck can be seen 
from the shore [3].

The most recent drowning occurred on the 18th of Sep-
tember 2021 at Latchi, where a man was found dead in 
the sea [4]. In certain areas of Cyprus, especially in Paphos, 
the seas are coded as red dangerous areas. This indicates 
possible water currents or big waves, but most people are 
not aware of these codes and what they mean in the sea 
of Cyprus. As a result, I would like to make some recom-
mendations that could help increase safety in the seas of 
Cyprus. Safety is crucial; it is a basic principle for conducting 
any activity within or around the sea. Important factors such 

as effective technology for communication such as satellites 
must be prioritised [5]. The legislation needs to address 
matters relating to seafarers’ health, decision-making, ex-
change of information, and safety culture. 

Drowning occurs more often to people that do not have 
the necessary swimming skills; as a result, the government 
should contribute to developing the necessary skills of 
swimming for every person capable of learning. This will 
help to reduce the number of deaths caused by drowning. 
To supplement swimming, more efforts should be placed 
on search and rescue; this can include the recruitment of 
rescue staff and training of members of the public on the 
basic rescue techniques with a focus on drowning. 

The Ministry of Health and Education should mandate all 
people taking courses on sea safety or even these courses 
could be offered free, to all citizens above 18 years old. 

Concluding, our call to action to the government of Cy-
prus is to apply the above thoughts in their policy strategy 
to increase the sea safety of Cyprus.
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