
Incidence data do not count everyone 
 
We welcome Risher and colleagues’1 Article on the age patterns of HIV incidence using 
cohorts from southern and eastern Africa. We note that the upper age limit of the data 
presented is 54 years, with an upper age limit of 49 years for some cohorts. According to the 
authors, this is because of “limited serosurveillance in those younger than 15 years and older 
than 54 years”. However, the main finding of the paper is that incidence has shifted to older 
ages. 
 
Although we acknowledge that the incidence rates among older adults aged 50 years and 
older are likely to be small, this paper, which uses data from some of the best and most 
prominent cohorts in the region, perpetuates a blind spot in the response to the HIV epidemic 
not only in Africa but also globally.  
 

Over the past decade, there have been several articles about the ageing of the HIV epidemic 
population in Africa, highlighting ongoing sexual behaviour among this population, caregiving 
responsibilities, and a neglect in policy responses.2,3 

 

Wong and colleagues4 show the feasibility of reporting on health indicators among populations 
older than 54 years with South African data, reporting on HIV among populations aged 80 
years and older. 
 
We call on our colleagues to take active steps to overcome the low serosurveillance among 
older populations and to address what Setel and colleagues5 called the scandal of invisibility 
in a call to make everyone count by counting everyone.  
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