Supporting Table 5 Summary of response to review authors’ requests for additional trial information

	Trial
	Date 1st randomised
	Date last randomised
	Copy of ethics approval received?
	Trial data sent?
	Notes

	Abdel-Aleem 2013
	03/08/2011
	01/12/2011
	Y
	Y
	

	Gai 2004
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Gobbur 2014
	
	
	Y
	
	Response from ethics committee (no response from authors)

	Gohel 2007
	03/08/2004
	25/07/2005
	N*
	Y
	*Author response: "This study was carried out as a thesis of the first author Dr Mayur Gohel who was a post-graduate student in the department at that time. At the point in time when this study was carried out, according to the local guidelines, conducting a study for thesis purpose required just an information to the ethics committee and not a formal approval. Hence we are unable to provide you with an approval letter from the ethics committee." (This was confirmed in response from the ethics committee)

	Goswami 2013
	*
	*
	Y
	Y
	*Author response: "we did not keep any record of the exact dates of the cases done, i can only say that the study was conducted between November, 2009 to 2011"[sic]

	Gungorduk 2010
	01/06/2009
	30/09/2009
	Y
	N*
	*Author response: "Dear Sir; Thank you for your email. I sent the all information within 5 day. I am on holiday now. Unfortunately, last year ( 22-june-2013) my computers  and  hard disk was stolen  therefore, I can not sent the patients data. A police burgary report   was  attached.  I am very sorry about this topic." [sic]

	Gungorduk 2012
	01/03/2011
	31/08/2011
	Y
	see above
	see above

	Halder 2013
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Mirghafourvand 2015
	12/08/2012
	13/11/2012
	Y
	N
	

	Movafegh 2011
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Poonia 2012
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Ramani 2014
	07/03/2013
	29/05/2013
	Y
	N  
	

	Ramesh 2015
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Rashmi 2012
	
	
	
	
	Author response: "Sir, The work has been actually undertaken after proper clearance. And details of the same are available with the competent authority. We don't want to be get disturbed as I discussed with our main author. Excuse us..Bye." [sic]

	Safdarian 2015
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Samimi 2013
	21/11/2012
	16/03/2013
	Y
	Y
	No response

	Sekhavat 2009
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Senturk 2012
	
	
	Y
	Y
	

	Shahid 2013
	20/03/2009
	28/04/2011
	N*
	Y
	*Response from ethics committee: "After detailed scrutiny of our records I regret to inform you that no such approval was given by the Institutional Review Board of Dow University of Health Sciences.”

	Sharma 2011
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Taj 2014
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Tarabrin 2012
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Xu 2012
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Yang 2011
	
	
	
	
	No response

	Yehia 2014
	
	
	Y*
	Y
	*Approval dated approximately 3 months after start of recruitment.

	Zizi 2013
	
	
	
	
	No response



