Supporting information Table 3 Characteristics of included trials
	Trial
	Participants
	Intervention and comparator
	Outcomes

	Abdel-Aleem 2013


9


Single-centre, Egypt
	740 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=373) 

Age mean(sd)= 26.62(5.05) 

Baseline Hb<11g/dL=55%
Control group (n=367)

Age mean(sd)=26.34(5.16)

Baseline Hb<11g/dL=46%
	TXA group

1g IV given over 10 mins before incision

Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥1000ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

Surgical intervention

Death



	Gai 200411

Multi-centre, China
	180 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=91)
Age mean(sd)=29.71(4.18)

Baseline Hb=NR
Control group (n=89)

Age mean(sd)=29.75(4.01)

Baseline Hb=NR

	TXA group

1g IV over 5 mins, 10 mins before incision
Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥400ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Gobbur 2014
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Single-centre, India
	100 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=23.62(3.43)

Baseline Hb=NR
Control group (n=50) 

Age mean(sd)=24.5(3.98)

Baseline Hb=NR

	TXA group

1g IV 20 mins before incision 

Control group
No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥500ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

	Gohel 200714
 

Single-centre, India
	100 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=24.30(3.65)

Baseline Hb=NR
Control group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=24.89(3.99)

Baseline Hb=NR

	TXA group

1g IV over 5 mins, 20 mins before incision 

Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥500ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Goswami 201315

Single-centre, India
	90 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group 1* (n=30)

Age mean(sd)=23.6(2.5)
TXA group 2* (n=30)

Age mean(sd)=22.8(2.2)
Control group (n=30)

Age mean(sd)=24.3(2.6)

All women were anaemic at baseline (Hb 7-10g/dL)
[*combined for purpose of this review]
	TXA group 1

10mg/kg IV 20 mins before incision 

TXA group 2

15mg/kg IV 20 mins before incision 

Control group

Placebo

All groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (not defined)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

Blood transfusion

	Gungorduk 201017

Single-centre, Turkey
	660 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=330)

Age mean(sd)=26.3(3.5)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.4(0.8)g/dL
Control group (n=330)

Age mean(sd)=26.6(3.6)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.3(0.6)g/dL

	TXA group

1g IV over 5 mins, 10 mins before incision
Control group

Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥1000ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

Surgical intervention

Death

Blood transfusion

	Gungorduk 2012
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Single-centre, Turkey
	454 women delivering vaginally

TXA group (n=228)

Age mean(sd)=27.9(4.9)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=9.9(1.4)g/dL
Control group (n=226)

Age mean(sd)=27.6(4.8)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=9.3(0.9)g/dL

	TXA group

1g IV at delivery of anterior shoulder

Control group

Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥500ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

Surgical intervention

Death

Blood transfusion

	Halder 2013
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Single-centre, India
	100 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=26.06(2.51)

Baseline Hb=NR
Control group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=26.04(2.50)

Baseline Hb=NR

	TXA group

1g 30 mins before incision

Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Mirghafourvand 201520

Single-centre, Iran
	120 women delivering vaginally

TXA group (n=60)

Age mean(sd)=26.2(4.8)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.9(0.9)g/dL
Control group (n=60)

Age mean(sd)=26.1(4.9)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=13.0(0.9)g/dL

	TXA group

1g IV at delivery of anterior shoulder

Control group

Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥500ml)

Blood loss



	Movafegh 2011
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Single-centre, Iran
	100 women delivering by caesarean section
TXA group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=27.0(3.4)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.5(1.4)g/dL
Control group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=27.6(4.1)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.8(1.0)g/dL
	TXA group

10mg/kg IV over 10 mins, 20 mins before anaesthesia
Control group

Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Poonia 201222

Single-centre, India
	100 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=50)

Age=NR

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=10.2(0.73)g/dL

Control group (n=50)

Age=NR

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=10.1(0.91)g/dL


	TXA group

1g IV given 10 mins before incision

Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss



	Ramani 201423

Single-centre, India
	120 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=NR)

Age mean(sd)=24.9(3.9)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=10.5(1.15)g/dL

Control group (n=NR)

Age mean(sd)=24.4(3.7)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=10.1(2.14)g/dL
	TXA group

1g IV prior to incision plus 2nd 500mg dose at end of CS if bleeding continued

Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	No useable outcome data (number allocated to each group NR).

	Ramesh 201510, 24

Single-centre, India
	200 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=100)

Age mean(sd)=23.62(3.43)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=10.84(0.75)g/dL

Control group (n=100)

Age mean(sd)=24.5(3.89)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.4(0.89)g/dL
	TXA group

1g IV given 10 mins before incision 

Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥500ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Rashmi 201225

Single-centre, India
	100 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=25.7(3.7)

Baseline Hb=NR
Control group (n=50)

Age mean(sd)=25.1(4.73)

Baseline Hb=NR

	TXA group

1g IV over 5 mins, 30 mins before incision

Control group

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Safdarian 201526

Single-centre, Iran
	200 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=100)

Age mean(sd)=26.3(5.97)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.96(1.00)g/dL 

Control group (n=100)

Age mean(sd)=26.83(6.31)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.28(1.26)g/dL 
	TXA group

10mg/kg IV 20 mins before incision

Control group

Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss

Blood transfusion

	Samini 200327

Single-centre, Iran
	200 women delivering vaginally

TXA group (n=100)

Age(sd)=23.93(4.29)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.73(0.9)
Control group (n=100)

Age(sd)=24.28(4.82)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.92(1.51)


	TXA group

1g IV given at placental delivery

Control group

Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Surgical intervention

Death

Blood transfusion

	Sekhavat 200928

Single-centre, Iran
	90 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=45)

Age(sd)=26.2(4.7)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=13.6(1.4)g/dL
Control group (n=45)

Age(sd)=27.1(4.1)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=14.0(1.9)g/dL


	TXA group

1g IV over 5 mins, 10 mins before incision
Control group
Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Senturk 2012


29


Single-centre, Turkey
	223 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=101)

Age mean(sd)=30.2(6.83)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.66(1.02)g/dL

Control group (n=122)

Age mean(sd)=29.22(6.93)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.86(1.32)g/dL


	TXA group
1g IV over 5 mins, 10 mins before incision

Control group
Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events (DVT, PE)

Surgical intervention

Death

Blood transfusion

	Shahid 2012
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Single-centre, Pakistan
	74 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=38)
Age mean(sd)=24.18(3.93)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=9.76(0.85)g/dL

Control group (n=36) 

Age mean(sd)=24.89(4.16)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=9.88(1.26)g/dL


	TXA group
1g IV 10 mins before incision

Control group
Placebo

Both groups received oxytocin
	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

Blood transfusion

	Sharma 201131

Single-centre, India
	100 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=50)
Age mean(sd)=25.63(3.72)

Baseline Hb=NR

Control group (n=50) 

Age mean(sd)=25.88(3.89)

Baseline Hb=NR


	TXA group
1g IV immediately before CS

Control group
No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥500ml)

Blood loss



	Taj 201432

Single-centre, Pakistan
	120 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=60)
Age mean(sd)=23.56(3.82)

Baseline Hb=NR

Control group (n=60) 

Age mean(sd)=24.18(3.47)

Baseline Hb=NR


	TXA group
1g IV 20 mins before incision

Control group
Placebo


	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

Blood transfusion

	Tarabrin 2012
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Single-centre, Ukraine
	37 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=19)

Age=NR

Baseline Hb=NR

Control group (n=18) 

Age=NR

Baseline Hb=NR


	TXA group

10mg/kg IV 30 mins before incision

Control group
Placebo
	Blood loss

Thromboembolic events



	Xu 201235

Single-centre, China
	176 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=88)

Age mean(sd)=26.7(3.7)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.4(1.3)g/dL

Control group (n=86) 

Age mean (sd)=27.1(4.1)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=12.6(1.2)g/dL


	TXA group

10mg/kg IV 10-20 mins before incision

Control group
Placebo
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥500ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events (DVT)

Death

Blood transfusion

	Yang 200136, 38

Single-centre, China
	400 women delivering vaginally

TXA group 1* (n=94)

Age mean(sd)=27.6(2.9)

Baseline Hb=NR

TXA group 2* (n=92)

Age mean(sd)=27.0(2.6)

Baseline Hb=NR

Control group (n=87)

Age mean(sd)=28.0(2.6)

Baseline Hb=NR

[*combined for purpose of this review]
	TXA group 1

1g IV after delivery of shoulders

TXA group 2

0.5g IV after delivery of shoulders

Control group 

No TXA

All groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥400ml)

Blood loss



	Yehia 201437

Single-centre, Egypt
	223 women delivering by caesarean section

TXA group (n=106)

Age mean(sd)=28.4(4.9)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.8(1.5)g/dL

Control group (n=106) 

Age mean (sd)=28.6(4.7)

Baseline Hb mean(sd)=11.9(1.2)g/dL


	TXA group

1g IV at induction of anaesthesia

Control group 

No TXA

Both groups received oxytocin
	Postpartum haemorrhage (≥400ml)

Blood loss

Thromboembolic events

Blood transfusion

	Zizi 201339

Single-centre, Malaysia
	174 women delivering by caesarean section
TXA group (n=93)

Age mean(sd)=NR

Baseline Hb=NR

Control group (n=81)
Age mean(sd)=NR

Baseline Hb=NR


	TXA group

1g IV given immediately before incision

Control group
No TXA
	Blood loss



	TXA=tranexamic acid

sd=standard deviation

Hb=haemoglobin

NR=not reported




